lot about our stressful problems so that
they don't affect the team in a negative
way. We all share our thoughts, good or
bad, so that we can trust [each other]
on and off the field. We usually do a
praver at the beginning of games. I
usually just pull people aside and tell
them that theyre my idol to make them
smile, to pump them up, and to make

Picture this: fans are sporting their
team's colors while cheering on their
home team. The pitcher blocks the sun
from glaving into her eyes with a gloved
hand and lines up the pitch. No matter
the size of the crowd, it seems all
conversations stop as the ball is thrown
to the batter. As soon as the bat makes
contact, hitting its target and blowing
the yellow ball across the field, that's them feel they can become so much more
when the magic happens. But what all after high school,” said Aurie Faruest
goes into play behind the scenes to ().
prepare that batter, that pitcher, and all A ot happens inside of the dugout,
the others on the field? What veally where players are gathered in a group,
happens on the sidelines when the crowd  that spectators are unaware of.
isn't focused on the action on the field? T bonded with so many people [in

For one, softhall vequires a lot of the dugout]! 1t was intimidating at first,
rigovous practice sessions during the but everyone was so sweet. I got to
week, and this is when many friendships know so many new people, and most of
are made between players. This is my closest friends on the team are from
where traditions are born. other schools! [Often], Brock was giving

"We talked about velationships and a =~ US pep-talks and Carl [was] making us

laugh. The coaches are a big pmt of the
dugout pep- talks," said A7z
il (o).

The coaches on the softball team
definitely played a lavge part in not
only coaching the team, but also guiding
the team in the way it should go.

"I'm pretty close with all my coaches.
Honestly, they are move like our
parents during the season. Like, if
there's a party, they forbid us to go. If
there is something wrong [on the team],
they bring us together to have a family
meeting," said vt

The team was not only able to work
together as a whole, but they also broke
down into individual groups. This
helped to better not only the players but
also benefit the coaches as well by
teaching them how to help the team.

"We [coaches and athletes] work one-
on-one to improve and benefit one

MG SHOR.T ﬁntmbpatmg to vun for fiest base,

i (12 bunts her way to the bo.se

thh gveat Lu,ck the team ended up winning the

gume with a scove of 90 against Auwrora

Wit i has been a pact of the softball team

since Woocl River co-oped with the Cvu.sad.er‘s
FIRST TIMER. With a steady arm,

202k (10) thc)(Les the ball to the Uecldy batben

This was not only ot i fiest year at Wood

River but also hee flest yeav thchmg oo.vstty softball

for the Grand Island Ceusaders. v« = has been

playmg softball since tee-ball

PREP TIME To get vecud.y for the next i inning,
Ror s SRR e lwelps waem up one of hee
teamnw.tes Atthou.gh she did not pla.y vavsity
tl'woughout the entive season, © i (9 was a
helpful assistant.

Pagt $ponsone By Da-Aue Comnsauction A Vaurod (Mcmonics

Every athlete has a place they call home,
whether that be a football field or a qym
ﬂoor. For these girls, it's the dugout.

Softpall Fractice
Dirills

Hitthq Heu\“) ’\y\«’equ'\t

Live Hittia 1q with Pitchers

Slidi.nq P? Rumunq Buases

> 3
fnmt,mq

"{The goofiest moments of the season are]
probably just us dcting us,
said - {10).

another in games and practices by
doing drills, plays, and vuns," said Loy

e (1o).

Teamwork isn't the only important
factor. Making sure the team is
properly motivated seems like a big part
of getting the win.

"[We hadl a positive attitude, and
while we're at practice, in order to stay
motivated, we focused on one common
goal" said #iidsk (10).

The Grand Island Crusaders had a
27-8 season, placing runner-up at the
Class B-5 District Championship.
They earned an overall state ranking of
35th place.

T loved playing softball [this past
couple of years] because 1 get to play
the sport that T love with some of my
closest friends. It has been one of my
best life experiences," said Lil;

W ot sz owsk:

gitdszowski (12).

'1 hit a line dyive during practice and hit
in the knee. It was swollen
and bruised so he had to ice it for

a couple of weeks," said {x).

"Honestly, so many funny things happened,
and 1 couldn't fust pick one. It's another
reasan Crusaders is so fun to be apart of”

' sqid (10).

GOOD LUCK:! At the beginn'mg of the game against

Centu\?a/Centml Valley dut‘mg the stacting line up,

Coting viial s 1O puns tl'wou.g]n. the tunnel cveated l)y

het teo.mnw.tes Unfovtumtely, the Ceusaders lost the B-5

District Cl/\ampnons]m.p game to Centuea/Central Volley

The scove was 6-1.

ouT Steppmg on hev base, “vudis Pewrcsi D foils a W
Hol,dmge-c]nu.se phyet‘s ph:m to vetreat ba,ck to fiest base.

This is “ovan s thied year playmg softball fov the

Crusadevs, and she has participated since Wood River

added this program.
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